Pacific Northwest Drum Gorps.com presents

The 1966 All-American Nationals

by Carl Latchaw, Drum Corps World staff (latchman44@yahoo.com>)
efore the creation of DCIin 1972, there were other drum corps governing bodies, each one having their own
national championships. Some of them were Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW), American Legion (AL), World
Open Championships, the Canadian Championships, Catholic Youth Organization (CYO) Nationals), U.S.Open,
and Drum Corps Associates (DCA) Championships, to
name a few

In the Pacific Northwest (WA and OR) we had our own
local organizations like the Washington State D&BC Assn
B (1928 — 1966) and the NW Drum Corps Association AKA:
@ NWDCA (1965 - 1985).

That brings us to the All-American Drum & Bugle Corps
and Band Association, along with ther sub-organization,
ihe All-American Association of Contest Judges. For this
ariicle we're going to refer to them collectively as the All-
American Drum Corps Association or AADC.

Organized in Chicago in 1932, All-American Drum Corps Association
(AADC) was for years the dominant force in the drum corps movement. Its
purpose was “to foster, coordinate and perpetuate corps and bands and to
extend recognition to individuals who are and have been outstanding in this
movement” Somewhat allied to the Amencan Legion with which it shared
many members, its annual conventions were held during the regular American Legion national conventions

The AADC had contests all over the U.S. Quite a few of them were
standstill contests held early in the year like the Seattle Thunderbirds'
‘Mid-Winter Championships” that were held in March. That competition
(TBs) had individual, quartet and ensemble contests along with color
guard contests and full-corps floor shows on a basketball court.

In Washington and Oregon, the AADC sponsored a few shows in the
19605 and 1970s, but pnmarily provided judging. Even then, not on a
wide-spread basis.

In July 1966 the 35th AADC National Convention was held in Los
Angeles CA. They held their national championships that August 7,
26-miles south of L A_ in the city of Anaheim.

Drum corps competing at the show were the Anaheim Kingsmen, Velvet Knights (Anaheim), the Diplomats
{(Lynwood CA) and the Seattle Thunderbirds.
Also scheduled for competition, but did not
show, were the Los Angeles Chinese and the
Lakewood (CA) Ambassadors

In addition to the drum corps, they had
four bands competing in their own division
That's a total of 10 musical units scheduled for
competition.

The results, first place; Thunderbirds,
second; Velvet Knights, third, Kingsmen, fourth;
Diplomats. The scores were tight, but the Thunderbirds placed either
first or second in every caption, enabling their win. The T-Birds were
then the 1966 All-Amencan National Champions. Kind of antichmactic
60-years later, but it was a huge win for the T-Birds on their first-ever tnp to




i California.
i The 1966 Thunderbirds were also Washington State VW and Amencan
¢ Legion Champions, and Washington State Association of D&BC Champions.
¢ They were definitely on a roll.

Later that year, the Anaheim Kingsmen were crowned the California State
/F'W and American Legion Champions, too.

the VK went head-to-head, the Kingsmen came out on top four

times. We wish we had more than seven shows worth of data
to analyze, but unfortunately we do not, so we cannot say which
Corps was on average, ihe better corps back in the day.

By 1970 though, the Kingsmen were outpacing the VK by
an average of seven-points in national contests. In 1972, the
Anaheim Kingsmen outpaced everyone, winning the first Drum
Corps International Championship held at Wisconsin University in

Whitewater, WI.

What happened to these corps after 19667
In 1971, a "great migration” of Diplomats went to the Kingsmen,
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i FACTOID: The Kingsmen were founded in 1958 as the Boy Scout Troop
| #72 D&BC. In 1963 they changed their name to the Anaheim Scouts. At
§ the end of that season, they split into two corps with the new corps being
called the Velvet Knights (VK). Yes, that's right; the same Velvet Knights
B that were in the competition above.
Qut of seven shows we found in 1965 and 1966 where the Kingsmen and

contributing to the Dips
disbanding at the end of 1973.

The Kingsmen went on to win
the first DCI Championships in
1972, placed in the top 12 in
1973 and 1974.

The VK have an expansive
DCl resume. They were DCI
Associates six times and made

.= finals eight times in the 1980s

and 1990s_, a record anyone
= would be proud to have.

—=—— 572 Inthe fall of 1965, the

oS T - e ~i:% Thunderbirds feeder corps, the
i i Tk A esines i = Thunderbird Cadets, split in two
e - “&0= with two-thirds of the members

=== going on to establish a new

corps in June 1966, two months

=== before AA-Nationals. This new

' corps was called the Cascade
| Cadets, now known as the
Seatftle Cascades.

The Thunderbirds themselves

1966 Illinois AADC Chapter Contest

Auly 1966 AADC Comvention In LA Cattiomis  decfined after 1967 and did not
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field a corps at all in 1969 They
came back with a field show in 1970
and then had one final appearance at
the Salem, OR), "Optirama contest
on January 23, 1971
Epilogue

Drum corps are a tangled web. In
1963 the Anaheim Boy Scout Troop
#72 split into two corps, both of
which went on to be DCI Finalists. In
1971 a "great migration” of Diplomals
helped the Kingsmen become the

& first DCI

Champions in *{ . ”.L AMEEIGAN'

1972.

The  _ “MATIONAL CHAMPIONS
N Thunderbirds’ =5
feeder corps 1966
fragmented ' DRUM & BUGLE CORPS
in 1965
and formed

the Seattie
Cascades thal has also been fo the DCI
Championships. Hard to believe that this show,

now 60-years ago, gathered together these four corps that each

coninbufed
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1967 Seattle Thunderbirds

ca 1967 Anaheim Kingsmen

May 28, 1967 *
Velvet Knights

1967 Velvet Knights
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