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The early history of drum
corps in the Pacific Northwest

. = =4 Thefirst known documentation by this site of a PNW GAR
47 ¢ U corps was in 1889, the same year that Washington became
g ! 3 | astate. We have no idea how many GAR corps there were
in the PNW, but certainly significantly less than any state that
' fought in the union. We had a few GAR corps still existing
g until the late 1920s or early 1930s. They were pretty old guys
58 by then.

PacificNorthwestDrumCoros. : Not to deep dive into drum corps supporting organizations,
by Pacific WaSLAUMLAYERS.COm G.A. R, Drum Corps, North Yakima but it should be understood that groups like the GAR and the
1886 through 1960 & Spanish War Veterans only contained veterans from those

n this article we're discussing Pacific Northwest drum conps) from 1886
hrough the early 1960s. Other parts of the country have their own
history which may or may not be similar to ours.

specific conflicts. When those veterans passed away, the
arganization did not replenish its ranks, so when the last
man died, so did the organization. With the creation of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars in 1899 and the American Legion in
1918, any war vet from any war could join either organization,
thareby keeping the ranks of those organizations replenished
PN and alive to this day, over 100-years later.

e 1910 -- the Boy Scouts of America

: The Boy Scouts of America was founded in 1910 and this

~ o is when our first Boy Scout drum corps appears on record.

S They were the Spokaneg, WA, Scouls. The group ran from
1910 through 1929. Then in 1934, the Spokane Scouts All-

Prologue

Most corps prior to the mid-1960s had less than 100 members. The
further back in time you go, the smaller and simpler they gat. In the
1920s, it was not uncommon for corps to have 25 members or less.
Before 1900, five or six members was fairly typical.

Corps prior to 1960 did not have a color guard as we know them today.
Maybe an American flag and one rifle (a real one, not the twiring kind),
The selection of horns was limited. Valve-less, then single-valve bugles
limited song selection. GAR comps had a fife instead of homs. Drum
sections tynmalh,f consisted gf snares, base and cymbals, No tymgani, City Drum & Bugle Corps was formed, allowing Scouts from
xylophones, marimbas, no fri-quads or quints .. . you get the picture. all over the city to join, regardless of their troop affiliation.
Simple. (Tog nght, 1908, Spokesman-Revies;, GAR drum coms) e TS s ok S i N gy ™ {Tog tefl, 1917, Seattie Moose DEBC leading Spanish American War parade)

The music of early corps was typically palriotic in nature. o e The first Boy Scout Drum & Bugle Corps that we couild
Marches, stuff people knew. Some corps leamead music by | MWK IS THE FUGENE Gl scoUT BLGLE corrs | find in Oregon was the Astoria Scouts, formed in 1911 and
rote. Nothing was written down. You only had to leam three or il - T ran until 1822. Astoria is a small town on the very northwest
four simple songs, not 11-1/2 minutes of music for a field show. corner of Oregon that gave birth to seven or eight drum corps
R, 1971, Astevia Cantennial Corps, OR: baiow, 1900, Cregon B4R comps) -- that we know of -- between 1911 and 1966. pacoe e, 1927

1886 -- Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) . (3AR corps, Salem, OF, Captal Journal

The predominant drum corps of this period were Grand Ay The first all-girl junior corps in the Pacific NW was the
of the Republic (GAR). The GAR was a civil war veteran {union) Eugene, OR, Girl Scouts saft 1928 Eugene OR, juniar all-gir corps, first in
fraternal organization. The organization itseif was founded the Pacthe Normwest). They existed between 1928 and 1932. See
in 1866 and ran until its last veteran ma'r'llber passed away in them on the all-girl drum corps page on our site,

1956. Mote, they were actually called a fife and drum Corps. ( The last Boy Scout Drum & Bugle Corps formed in the

NERD ALERT -- High school U.S. history refresher. The Civil §  PNW was the Longview-Kelso, WA, Scouts. The year was

i A AL e 1853. This corps went through several iterations through the
3 years, finally

1865. The ending
GAR was e i, s = e ey e o0 5 22 U 35 TR
e FEUEETENES ogvew
Y in 1866. ; T R i e S, Marauders
| The dates Purvtt Brvencs nd Bapls Bds & that
are eerily Uvalsl Ll nniilh Wad I8 * " 7 competed from 1977 to 1994. imgne, 1928, Tacoma, 14, Elks Junior
coincidental, PO AL S 9 P e TS BB, winner of Washington siate 1826 and 1928 Eiks Comventions
yes? Al o L bR There were a multitude of Scout corps. Our count is
: . Typical GAR e over 30 documented examples in Washington and Oregan
drum corps had five or six members. A snare or two, a bass between 1910 and 1960. Anywhere you have a Scout troop,
drum, a cymbal, and a fife. They were mostly parade or concert you can have a drum corps. We are sure there were probably
corps, a local asset for festive occasions and a palriotic reminder of conflicts past. fabowe, 1917 Mooss DBC test) just as many undocumented Scout corps as documented. o ot S R = s
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The majority of these Scout corps had two primary sponsors, the
Boy Scouts of America and the American Legion. These sponsors
usually spiit the corps funding between them. Then, as now, funding
is the graat bottleneck of drum coms. Right 930, Eugens, OR, G Scout DAB
Corps

Official Amenican Legion policy at the time was to sponsor junior
drum and bugle corps.

We consider 1910 to be the birth of junior drum corps in the PNW
Their population extplosion was directly related to the creation of the
Boy Scouts of Amenica. e rw. M7 Capital Pat crum magor)

1919 -- American Legion and VFW

The American Legion was founded in 1919 as a fratemal =
organization for World War | veterans, and
resulted in a proliferation of American Legion Boy Scout and EW" Corps
senior drum and bugle Corps. Agn. 1933 Seame to Get Money
Star, Scouts grwm corps palcy) LY - 3 : =

The Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) was = : S i s
founded in 1899 for similar reasons, but in our
neck of the woods, had a much smaller impact
on the activity. @Bottom kft, 1930 Girl Scout DEEC <M g ' . T

In Washington and Oregon, American Lagion  swesss N st Meroer streel Mol
senior drum corps outnumbered VFW senior B aril o 2 B
corps by 55 to 16. Av The West Seattle Post orcheh

These two organizations added quite a bit tn

to the evolution of drum corps by creating The Musis ,,.-;H.HLH.J..:;L
unified rules and judging, Within their rESPECtive s ae aa ot its J&_ oA &
organizations, across the U.S., by promofing s : asrisnen
drum corps and elevating the quality of shows SRS S— ',' e Minsle
and by dumping a ton of money into the activity §ees pest ssd comsected mith By
mesthmmmmcmmw Beoat wurk £ .-I; 1----“---: 1.
organization had. Bottom rght, 193 Al-Amenican Drum :’:_'__ 2ot Tugh AR
Corps medal)

The first Washington State il it Sul et ok Sl fige s S, B S

American Legion Convention was in
1919, The first documented drum
corps competition at a convention
was August 20, 1926 in Longview,
WA. The last corvention show we
could find was in 1978. In Oregon,
the first Legion convention contest
was on June 12, 1924, the last was in
1974. That's a half a century of drum -
corps. Amazing!

All American Legion and VFW '
senior corps started disappearing in the late 1950s and were completely gone by .
1970. The last PNW show with a senior division in competition was the August 30, 5:-’,2, "
1970 American Legion Nationals held in Portland, OR. The last active PNW senior o
drum corps in that competition? The Bremerton, WA Grenadiers! Originally called the 4th District VFW corps

when they wera established in 1953, they were Washington State VFW senior champions in 1959 and 1960, (o,

1836, Spokane Chronicle, auiliary drum and buple copsl
American Legion and VFW posts also spawned junior corps. Some of those junior corps split off and became

BENT THE A SNAPFY GROLT? I

- independent units with new sponsarship, some did not.

B hrdr * Other national organizations active in the PNW
1 r ‘? ‘ ‘ There were other national organizations active in the PNW that
sponsored their own drum corps such as Spanish War Veterans,

N Fraternal Order of Eagles (FOE or Eagles), Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks (BPOE - Elks), Loyal Order of Meose (Moose), DeMalay
inamed after the last Grand Master of the Knights Tempiar}, Shrine
(Masonic Crder) and the Knights of Pythias. wstt, Pasco, Wi, Post 834, junior
coms siermed as & Boy Scout voop, evertually becoming the Columbianal

Some of these organizations had their own shows and gatherings,
some ke the Eagles and Elks, had  statewide and national
canventions with drum corps competitions. They also mixed it up with
other local corps In parades and competitions.

These corps typically had the organization's name in their titie. Eg.,
Seattle Moose or Coos Bay Eagles. People knew what city and which
 organization they represanted, If there were multiple corps of the same
organization Within tha city, then typically they would add their “Lodge."

“Agrie” or “Post” number to their name.,
”""'“" «_w  Most of these organization’s corps existed from the 1910s throgh the
y "'_! mid-19508 in the PNW. it two shotos, 1945, Walls Walla, WA, af-gir carps, formaly
; rﬁ ﬂ 'ﬁ of) the YIWCA coros In 1834)

‘_-_‘l‘l

Adjudicating Bodies
' by The All-American Drum and Bugle Corps and Band Association
fF' was farmed in 1832 and was a.:tiw in tha PNW as wall as across tha

. and provided ]udgﬁi- for shows. The
| AADC was active in the PNW through the

Lowally, we had our own drum corps
associations, two of which were the
Washington State Drum & Bugle Corps
Association (1920 through 1966) and
the Morthwest Drum Corps Association
M (NWDCA), 1965 through 1983. Both of these entities had

~ member drum corps and sponsored shows. They were also our

local rule making / adjudicating bodies. jatowe ieft, 1950, Auburn, 4,
P::ug.‘ 78 Washmghon siaxle Amencas |'sl;_',|l:1n r..'1.|.rr|r'n:|ns 047 1042 1947 1940,
HESD, 1957, 7054 and 1958) bafiem il 1950 Stone DEBC. Sealtla, WA,

Sexism?

Since the Civil War, drum corps have been a male-dominated,
militaristic activity. When the American Legion and VFW
wers formed early in the 20th Cantur;r the wives of those
belonging to the AL and VFW, while not allowed to march with
their husbands, were allowed to form auxiliary drum corps and drill
teams at those posts. Sexist by today's standards, it was the norm
at the time.

PNW drum corps continued to be mostly segregated in this
imanner uihl the early-mid 19608, For example, the Seattle
Thunderbirds went co-ed in 1958, the Shamrocks in 1961, the
Flamingos in 1962 and the Columbians in 1966. All of these corps,
and more, started life as all-boy corps. Right, 1550 Walls Walla, W4, Eagles 08B0

© Pacific Northwest Drum Corps.com 2022



cklmll
Typewriter
© Pacific Northwest Drum Corps.com 2022


Meanwhile, up north in
Western Canada, the segregation
of some male / female drum
comps continued into the 1970s.

While aimost all early local
drum corps were all-male at
inception, there were all-girl drum
corps in the Pacific Northwest as
far back as 1928.

Epilogue

Throughout the first six or
seven decades of the 20th
Century, there has been robust
drum and bugle corps activity
in the Pacific Northwest. We
have been fortunate. From
an estimated population of
#* two hundred individual drum
— corps from 1900 to 2022,

has just two remaining active
WY and Seattle Cascades (below).
== & The GAR drum corps of

1900 wouid not recognize the
drum corps of today. The activity
has definitely evolved through the
years. Question is has it been for
the better?

Long live drum corps! --

PacificNorthwestDrumCorps.com.
mEnm

Bolow: Tm Ciies, WA, Columbians, J0T0, Donny
Halvey; Seattie, Wi
Cascadies, 2079

{This page, fop fo botfom: 1953, Longwew-Keiso, WA, Boy Scouts jusior corps
1963 WFW Nanonals medal 1970, Port Angaies News, W4, Bremermon, WA
Grenadwers. the last compeding senior in the Paciic Norffwest, Amencan Legion
Nationals, Pordignd, OR; VFW, Amencan Legon and Af-Amencan Jutiges ASSocisson
palchas 1970, Amancan Legion Natonais medal All-Amencan mecal)

FIRST MATIONAL CONVEN TN
OF

THE AMERICAN LEGIN
Minneapalis, AMinneunits
Mavember 1K 01, TE, 1919

Resaluthon Mo, B7: Support of Boy Scouts of Ameriea
Origin: Conventlon Comminiee om Hesolutions
Submbrted byt Conyventbon Commitiee an Resalution

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Conventlon sasembled In
Minneapalis, Minnesola, Movember W, 11 12 1919, Thst The American Leglon hearidy
commmends Uy principles amd achbevemeonts of the Boy Scouts amd recommends that each
ot nsslst the Scont traeps in fis community in whatever manner praciicahle,

THIRD NATIONAL CONVENTION
K
THE AMERN AN LEGHMN
Ramsas Ly, Missauri
Dpisber M, SNevembar 1, 2, 1921

Besalution S 200 Post § smmanders § saperate in the Hay Scont Movement
Chrigin: Conventisn {smmilies on (hrganizsiion
Saubmitted byv: U onvention {smmitlec on (rgamicatan

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in Matleas]l Convenitlon in Kansas Oy,
Missaurd, Oetober 31, Movember 1, 2, 1921, Thai pasi commanders conpierale in the Baoy
Sl man coent and cncanrage members af the Leglan o remder such serviee as they may
he able, pemevinlly @y sreapieees snd eaders of Seoat roans

FIFTH SATIONAL CONVENTION
o
THE AMERICAN LEGIO™N
S Franciscn, U alifornia
Dhctobior 18, 16, 17, 1K 19, 1923

Wesalutlon Mo, W By Scouis
Uhrkgrlon: Marylanad
Subamitted by Conyvention O ommitiee on Americanism

WHEREAS, The Amenican Legeon, threagh s MNatvomsl Adomericanism Coimmssion, hbs
Tostarrsidl (e iy Sooel masvement (hrougbot owr limd; snad

WHEREAS, We believe this io be one of the best movemenis for the fuiure development
of Amenca; now, therefore, be 1

RESOLY EL, By The Amerinn Leginm o Nationsl Convention assembled in San
Francises, Cctaber 15, Db, 17, I8, 9, JU2E, Thal The Anserican Legion nod only heartily
wivillarses (e Bay Scoanl sovemsent, ol arges all of ds posis o adopi 8 Soeal iroop; amd, e
i Mmbly

RESMLY EI, That we coaprenie o every way posalble with the Boy Scouis of
Amerien in perpeinating snd favihering theilr work,
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