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WELL HERE WE ARE in the

month of June and most of the
Corps are hard at work on their drill for
this year. What | have seen so far looks
very impressive and there are many new
Innovations in the drills,

It looks like the corps in the North-
west will be on the move with the
Shamrocks going to the U.S. Open in
Marion, Ohio then to the VFW Nationals
in Philadelphia, on the way they will be
entering a couple of other contests in the
east. The Sentinels are also planning a trip
to VFW Nationals with stops at World
Open and CYO., along with other appear-
ances in the east. The Royal Lancers, |
understand, are also going to one of the
Nationals plus some other contest in the
east or midwest.

All of the corps are concentrating their
efforts in preparation for the Drumkana
Contest to be held in Milwaukie, Oregon
the eighth of June. This will be our first
field contest and it comes just when most
of the schools in the area have final
exams. It makes it difficult to put a drill
together when many of the corps person-
nel are studying for finals, but each year
they seem to be able to do it and many of
the corps have very impressive drills.
Granted they are a little ragged, but by
the time VFW State comes along, which
incidentally is one week later, they will
be greatly improved. | personally am
looking for a real fine season this year
with the Shamrocks and Royal Lancers
battling down to the wire for the North-
west Championship.

I would like to drop back a couple of
months to our last standstill contest
which was held on the 29th of March.
This contest was co-sponsored by the
Sentinels D&B Corps and Greater Seattle
and was entitled ““Brazen Brass”’, This was
to be an outstanding affair with the corps
marching through the Seattle Center to
the Arena where the contest was to be
held. It was mentioned that there would
be free advertisement on radio, tv and the
local news papers. All | saw was one little
story in one of the local news papers,
nothing on radio or tv. The contest was
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free of charge but due to the poor
advertising the turn out was sad. | guess |
will have to write to my friend Harvey
Berish of Drum Corps Publicists Assoc.
and see what can be done about our poor
coverage by the local news media,

Well, anyway, the contest was won by
the “Big Green" the Shamrocks of Seat-
tle, making it win number two for them
this year. They are starting out just as
they did last year, but the Royal Lancers
are very close to overtaking them. In two
contests this year the Lancers have been
within one and one-half points of the
Shamrocks. In this particular contest the
Shamrocks had a score of 78.641 with
the Lancers at 76.791. The Lancers had a
one point penalty for a finish line viola-
tion. If it hadn’t been for the penalty the
Lancers would have been less than one
point behind. To summerize the whole
thing, | would have to say it was the weak
showing of the Shamrocks drum line that
is keeping them down. They still have an
outstanding horn line that will be hard to
beat, so it will be up to their drums to
come up to the horn line level; all in all it
looks like a real batt|e generating between
them and the Royal Lancers this year.
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