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Western Watchers
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official date for the Thunderbirds
Annual Northwest Championships Drum
..Bugle Corps Competition s March 20,
705. Once again this competition will be
held {n the Big Civic Arena inSeattle, This
“Ompetitfon will include corps standstill,
color guard competition, and individuals and
quartets. Registrations to' be inthe com-
pition are coming from Washington, Oregon,
and Canada. There fs hope that participa-
tion will also come fram the California
and Alasks areas. Last year the Salem,
Ure. Flamingo's began a competition which
paralleds with the Thunderbirds competi=
tion very much. Their 2nd Anniial Optirama
as it is called, will be held in Salem on
September 16, This competition gives a
Preview of the new look in NW corps.
Though this next item is a little late in
coming it must be brought up. In the Sept.
issue of DCWORLD, Eddie Rooney stated
in his excellent column, FAN-FARE, that
the Thunderbirds uniforms were an exact
Copy of St. Kevins., The business manager
of the Thunderbirds (Mr. George Laumin),
asked me to clear this up, The whole uni-
form, jacket, pants, shako, sash, etc., is
different. Only the BASICS are the same.
This is the idea of Green pants, red sash
and white jacket. There are many varia-
tions, EACH article of the uniform was
voted on by the playing members of the
corps, without the realization that at a
glance (a guick one) they look like St.
Kevins (who many hardly knew existed, if
at all). And, hevins, that’s the gossipel
truth. Thanxxxxx fer listening, Eddie.
Glad to see another column from Wash-
ington and also one from Oregon (Beaver
State Beat by Barrett Tillman)in DCWorld.
I also would like to thank all those writers
that sent cards and also to the Racine
Scouts for their real neat 1965 calender.
Forgot to mention in my last column
that while at Cleveland the Thunderbirds
Color Guard tock 9th, beating out many
good guards. Also the Shamrocks Color
Guard (Seattle also) had a fine showingand
received 17th place. I noticed in the Oct.
issue of DCWorld the VEW National corps
standings and wonder if they are correct,
because they don't correspond with those
announced and posted at Cleveland or DCN,
The Kelso Junior drum corps is going to
Washington D.C. to represent the State
of Wash. in the inaugural parade for Pres-
ident Johnson. This is 4 great step forward
for Drum Corps in this area for recognizing
them. This corps has NOT, though, par-
ticipated in M& M competitions is Wash.
for at least four years. They are not, by
far, the best this state hasto offer in drum
and bugle corps but there was one small
item.....each unit selected for the inaugural
parade MUST arrange for its own trans-
portation and expenses. Because of this
they were, as far as I know, the only corps
wanting to go, Iam glad that they decided
to go, 4 corps instead of a band.
Write soon......to..

Larry Salinger
1905 15 Ave East
Seattle, Wash, 98102

Prelims — $1.00

Prelims 2:00 P.M. — 5:00 P.M.

Featuring

Finals — $1.50 $2.00 $2.50

o Provincial Quebec Winter Carnival
January 30, 1965

Indoor Coliseum - Quebec City ,

Finals 8:00 P.M.

14 of Quebec’s Top Corps
for Tickets, Write — — — — —

— —Gilbert Beaudet
2933 de Yincennes, Ste. Foy
Quebec 10, P.Q.

MATESTIC REALM

FROM THE GUARD: The Majestics® Color
Guard was invited to appear as part of the
half-time entertainment at one of Canada’s
most exciting football games -- the Grey
Cup Game. Since then we have been too
excited to do any “gossipping’’,

The half-time ghow consisted of other
Colour Guards, (The Royalaires, Ambas-
sadors, Commanders, Michael Power....
Knights), to name a few, and as you can
see with these Guards, the show was not
to be put down. As it turned out, the guard
marched on and did a small drill and
and stood on either sides of the field
vhile a group of dancers performed. The
veather wasn't the best but all in all it
vas fun and we got to see the Grey Cup
Game. (P.S. British Columbia Lions
Hefeated the Hamilton Tiger Cats --34-24 ).
Well as Jim mentioned, exams had
prought Drum corps activities to a stand-
5till, but things are back to normal, and
here should be a good “grapevine’ next
ssue,

On Saturday Dec, 5, there was a banquet
or all members of the corps. This was
0 celebrate the winning of the Junior B
Championship in September. At this ban-
fuet trophies were given out, and con-
ratulations go to Dorothy Mac Donald for
eing the most improved member of the
folour Guard. We heard a talk on Drum
orps from Brother Xavier who is the

fioderator of De La Salle Drum Corps.
€ gave us some sound advice--to he
mble yet srill profess that your drum
orps is the BEST |
The food was good and after the banquet,
there was a dance which proved to be the
ighlight of the evening,
That's all for now and on behalf of the
uard I would like to extend a Happy and
rosperous New Year.

. _ Betsy Coles
It's hello time once again from Majestic’s
little sheltered corner of the world, We

hlive gone through Christmas exams and
Cpme out in good shape, (we hope ).

We also went through a corps champion-
ship banquet which arrived right after the

exams and so enabled us to enjoy good
food and let off steam at the dance held
later in the evening.

The banquet night was exciting for every-
one because it was the first time in the
history of the corps that all the corps
members and their parents had come to-
gether for an evening of entertainment,
Trophies were awarded to, Joe Clutterbuck,
for most improved in the drum line; John
Lucianni, for the most improved in the
horn line; and to Dorothy Mac Denald, for
the most improved in the color guard,
Miscellaneous awards went to Mike Laveck
and Paul Hope for their work as playing
members of the corps but who unforminat-
ely have left us. A single award went to
Dave Haynes, drum dnstructor; it was a
pair of giant drumsticks, hope he enjoys
them. All in all, the banquet made every-
one look forward to future ones. Every-
one went away with determination and de-
sire to put the Majestics name on top.
News from around Town:..... Canadaires
have been very active lately. It seems
they’ve changed bugle instructors; from
Truman Crawford to Ron Bruce who is
currently writing and teaching music for
Canadaires, They have also moved from
St. Catharines to Niagara Falls and have
entered the New York-Canadian Assoc.
They're working hard for Jr. B next year.

I haven’t heard much from Grantham
lately.

Some Majestics headed north a while
ago in the hopes of taking in the Ambassa-
dors Winter Concert in Toronta. They
didn’t make it because of a flat tirel So
I missed out on hearing of the Ambassa-
dors show. Understand that York Lions
were also on display. It seems ironic
that one has to go all the way to Toronto
to watch Toronto corps perform, ‘‘avec
de talentueux joueurs de cornets de St
Catharines,”

That's all for the corps.....

Jim Bryant
130 Niagara St.
St. Catharines. Ont,
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