R1LD

7 /
C7ge votee 0/ the drum Ccerfas

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

YOI, 11 NO, 3§

AUGUST 1961 PRICE 30¢

1




PAGE 8

___ DRUM_CORPS WORLD

At
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by Vern Nelson

coalhr:: lth:mm:x ImT:adc of last month's
start this one. sure that 1 should

I think that there are a few points about
the State Legion contest that | spl:)ould men-
o enonih beore.golng on 1o this

In the color guard contest one of the
most important rules as to the use of the
American flag was violated. Three groups
used the flag at the end of thelr drill by
bowing to the stands. One- senior guard
used the flag In a little drill as they left
the field. They could not be judged as they
were off the fleld, but that is no reason
to show disregard for the Colors. It seems
to me that any group that is out to dis-
play the flag of the United States of Amerl-
ca should be aware of the rules regarding
Its proper handling.

As for the drum corps contest, there
are only a few small points I may make.
One is the large point spread between two
judges in the same caption. It seems a
lttle strange that one judge should find
seven men out of step and the other march-
ing judge should not find any. There were
point spreads of as much as six and seven
points between bugle scores. I know that
these things can happen, but I question
the ability of some of our judges.

The show itself was run very well ...
up to the retreat. When the corps were
called out onto the field, the announcer
kept trying to hurry them along. The first
corps had no more than begun to come on
the field when he called the next onei
This caused a great deal of confusion. The
second did not want to start playing while
the first corps was still playing. After all
of the corps were on the field, the scores
were read. They were read so fast that half
of the people did not hear them.

Next, and last, we have the parade. Just
picture this and draw your own conclusion.
1 was standing on the street corner by the
judges' stand when I saw an A.A. judge
talking to a group of drum corps guys. I
went over and started to talk to him when
all of a sudden he asked me who had jus:t
marched by. 1 told him it was ‘so and so,
a band, He then said thank you and marked
something down on a sheet of paper. Just
because I am nosing around for news I
asked him what he was doing. “I'm judg-
ing the parade’’, he said to me. 1 looked at
him and said, ‘‘How can you judge without
watching them?' His reply to me was as
follows, word for word. *‘l hsva. seen them
before, 1 know what they can do.’" Boy, with
judges like that, w‘t:;l say'sCallfornia doesn’t
have a real bi em
;..vOI'I'Unrd we Eo"fo the Fourth of July parade
held in Huntington Beach. luam ntng; iuhrlg
whether there were any prizes

ade or not but there were a lot of drum
corps there in the spirit of the holiday .
In attendsnce for this noon turnout were
the Imperials, Maryknoll Girls, Lakewood
Ambassadors, and Monterey Park Girls.
There may have been more but being &
playing member of the lmperfals it was

¢

the start of their concert number.

done an outstanding job.

ten years of twirling.

bers of the corps . .

Pictured here are the Seattle Hurricanes of Post

THE ‘**HURRICANES”, SEATTLE, WASHINGTON

No. 11, American Legion, at

The new concert mimber h i
an edge in G.E. and has helped them win three first placeser 2 it

in 1962; the 4th of July Competition in Everett the Musi
in Seattle and the Hi-Yu contest in West &
Grand Seafair parade in Seattle. The Hurricanes will try f

ry for their third consecuti
State title in August, Bob Ackland has replaced Gordy Gould as drum major :::h::

in three competitions
n Motion Competition
Seattle. The corps copped 2nd prize in the

The newest member is majorette Jeanne Kelly, 16 years old, and a veteran of
Jeanne has won 64 trophies to date including the 1958 Jr.
State championship and the 1961 U.S, Twirling Association title in her class. ‘

A unique claim to fame for the Hurricanes is the fact that four brothers are mem-
. whose names are Tom, Dick, Harry, and Larry, Richardson.

made them look very good. Third in line
were the Flashing Lassies from Monterey
Park. They sounded very good and looked
like they were very proud to be the second
top corps in the west.

QUICKIES KORNER: What is this I hear
about Monterey's bus pushing in the front
of a car while trying to make a corner
in Long Beach? . . . Paramount Colonels
calling themselves the State Championship
color guard at a big 4th of July show held
in the Coliseum in L.A. That's not showing
good sportsmanship in my book . . . New
corps being formed and calling themselves
the Cavaliers . . . Mike Bernardo’s drum
and bugle corps, also sometimes called
the Imperials of Culver City, have a new
drill instructor or should I say old? LENNY
HART . . . The State championship drill
team run by Joe O'Day wants to go to
Denver. They have the money but are not
sure there will be any National contest for
them . . . Thank you, Jim Erickson, for
the mention of my column in yours. I
will never be an ex-VIKING . . . just a Vik-
ing who is a long way from home. .. 1 am
beginning to wonder if the parent groups
of some of our junior corps out here are
working for or against their drum corps
. . . Would like to congratulate the Black
Knights of Salamanca, New York for the
position they took in the Falconer, New
York contest. It is good to see a corps
from my old home town area making big
gains in the world of drum corps.. . Dance
held by the Lakewood Ambassadors on
Saturday, July 22 was a big success . ..
Sure is a mixed up world back east with
Hawthorne falling to the feet of the Skylin-
ers, Blessed Sac. being beaten by Garfield,
and then Garfield being beaten by St. Cath-
erine’s . . . Imperials are making it clear
to everyone that they are going te Denver

A 1ine sound and a very large horn Jline Wwith the intention of winning the contest.., .

Sorry, Senoritas, but we need Mr. Haworth
too ... SIGNED, Imperials . . . Crusaders
of Irondequoit, N. Y. are making many of
the big boys worry about competing against
them. I bet Syracuse is having nightmares
just thinking about it . . . Drove to Santa
Barbara to see Joe O'Day and hear his
tapes of the State Legion contest. He was
going to make records out of them, but
after hearing some of the notes that ALL
of the corps hit at one time or another
during their drill made him change his
mind . . . Imperials are still picking up
good horn men where ever they can. If
you're moving to the west be sure to look
them up . .. The recap sheet for our state
contest should be in the back of this month's
issue under the Score Board heading.

The end has come at last. A couple more
colwmns of this length and people will begin
to think that I'm related to Bob Mannhardt.
Just kidding, Bob.
hard for me to be sure.

There was a small parade held in New-
hall, California which was attended by the
Los Angeles Chinese. There, are youhappy
now, Bill?

July 23 saw a large parade in Long
Beach, California to celebrate the Inter-
national Beauty contest that is now going
on in that city. There were three drum
corps in this parade. The first corps was
the Lakewood Ambassadors. At firstglance
they looked the same, but a closer look
showed that over half of the playing mem-
bers were from the Japanese Boy Scouts
Corps in L.A. It looked as though there
were more people filling In than there
were original men from the corps. Second
in line were the L.A. Chinese Drum Corps.
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July was the month of competition In
Washington. Even with the cnnc‘:ﬁatlon of
shows were definitely successful. The
Scores are listed on the Score Board.

The first show of the year was the
Very popular July 4th contest {n Everett,
Sponsored by the BLUE KNIGHTS. As usual,
the stands were packed with 10,000. The
Hurricanes and Thunderbirds displayed
Some Eastern style dancing buglers and
cymbal playlng drummers. {Drumming on

was started, in Washingron,

- The sudience applause showed

that they were very much Impressed. This
month’s Northwest picture shows the Hurr{-
canes during their concert. The Hurkies
copped first mainly due to their G.E,
efforts. The Blue Knights, as usual, per-
formed nicely but lacked fire. The Thund-
erbirds won first handily with nice G.E.
and music. The Shamrocks, while doing a
nice job, need more polish and precision,

The second show of the month, spon-
sored by the SHAMROCKS, was essen-
tially a repeat of the Everett show. The
crowd was considerably smaller, in Se-
attle, with about 500 viewing the contest.
The final standings were a repeat of Ever-
ett. The Hurricanes definitely put on the
best performance of the night, actually
their best of the year. Again Everett per-
formed nicely but lacked fire and wallop
or anything approaching a show stopper.
The Thunderbirds scored well but were
still plagued with marching problems. The
Shamrocks did a nice job but lacked that
wallop that makes a standout corps. Two
corps again failed to show for the con-
tests, the Renton Eagles and the Auburn
Black Hawks.

The PASCO COLUMBIANS contest at
Pasco was a sort of double competition.
One contest between the top two and one

contest between the next three corps. A

. fine spirited rivalry has developed be-

tween the Columbians and Thunderbirds.
The Pasco unit had easily ruled the junior
division for four years but’ the T-Birds
have been climbing steadily, at a faster
pace than the Columbians have continued to
climb. Finally, after three years, the Thun-
'derbirds topped the Pasco boy. i
‘rocks bested the two Oregon corps with a
neat performance. The Hawthorne Hawks
looked good as did the Athena Falcons.
We hope to see more of these corps in
future contests. Competition among these
five corps could be tremendous if each
would try to outshine the others.

The HI-YU contest in West Seattle, spon-
sored by the merchants, was the biggest
of the season. Actually ten g;:o.g:s n;ere

esent but only seven competed. The miss-
r:g units were the Eﬁ&oms who wished
they had competed, the new S ey
outfit, and the Buddhist Boy !
may competespgxt year. The Pasco (

"TBlans surprised all by attending, Tt ap-
pears that the boys, on their own, voted
1o come to Seattle to try to avenge the
previous week’s loss. Their formance
was very smooth and they chalked up the
highest score of the evening, senlors or
funiors. The Hurricanes won easily, their
first Hi-Yu win in nine years. The V.F.W.
Bremerton Grenadiers played well together
untll concert but still managed to take
second. The Blue Knights, three-time win-
ners of the Hi-Yu, placed third. The Renton
Eagles performed a simple drill and played
older music; they placed fourth. The/Sham~
rocks fell sharply in their drill and horn
playing and took third in the juniors.

Occasionally there will be some incident
during competition that stands out in a
person’s mind. Such an incident occurred
during the last show. To me and many
others it reached a real low. During the
Thunderbird concert, rather loud boo-ing
was heard, even on the field. Why should
I get excited about thisboo-ing ? This parti-
cular bit of boo-Ing was directed at young
boys and girls -- by adults| I hope we
never hear it again.

Reflection about the contests: In practi-
cally all drum lines one or two men are
flashier than the others.and many ticks
are given on non-uniformity . . . Some
corps seem to be standing still. They sound
nearly the same this year as they did
three years ago . . . Corps are not build-
ing up their horn lines to play many part
harmony . . . all buglers in any one corps
do not carry, hold, or bring their horns
up and down alike . . . All corps mem-
bers do not pivot alike in marching . ..
The audience likes a good "'show’* the
corps should try to please the people at
least as much as they try to please them-
selves, and the judges.

The PASCO COLUMBIANS have alsobeen
a go-go corps this year. Manager Earl
Halverson phoned me an activity report
recently. The corps performed a 15 minute
concert for 3,000 at the N,W. Square
Dancers Convention and alsoled the prome-
nade. Before 2,500 Rainbow girls they put
on a half-hour show. A three-quarter hour
exhibition and jam session was given the
area Legionnaires. A concert was played
for 800 fire chiefs at their convention.
At the Kiwanis Funday in Walla Walla,
before a crowd of 5,000, the Columbians
put on their competition drill. They at-
tended the Kennewick Kiddies parade, Top-
pennish Indian Pow Wow parade, Tri City -
Wenatchee play off baseball game, Ben
Sniper Day parade, Seattle Seafsir and
Hi-Yu parade. (Please don’t anyone ask
me what Hi-Yu stands for). Numerous
firsts and a couple of second prizes in
parades were won. This corps is the pace
setter for the juniors in this state.

The BLUE ANGELS of Seattle, a new
corps which could develop into the largest
Junior corps in the state, is managed by
Frank Sousa of the Hurricanes, Probable
instructors are Warren Ceely and John
Broderick. The corps is sponsored by the
A.L, Post 235 of Riverton Heights and by
McMicken Heights Community Club. The
corps has their drums but is shy on
bugles. They have many horn players tobe.
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Warn of the Warn
Mfg. Co. donated $300.00 for instruments
with no strings att Bob Broten, for=-
merly with the| Sh; s will be the lead

drummer. Mike Bice wil] be publicity
Thanks to Mike for all this (nfor and |
the picture of your Hurricanes, Ty, ;"
limits for the Blue Angels wil) p, |,”
21. The very best of luck to you, n
Angels,

The BUDDHIST BOY SCOUTS of -,
.are progressing to a polnt wher, ,
should seriously consider competj|,, =
gain. This corps received a drum, ,
of 6 (from me, thelr Instructor) |54, v
and lost a little confldence, After , .,
of fairly good practice I would
the drum sScore to be around 5 12,
of twenty. Next year It should be pjy,
Wg hope to see you out there. The .
has attended numerous parades th|s .,
and won several prizes; they look b
with each turnout.

The BREMERTON GRENADIERS "
improved over last year, but their cqp..
number could use more snap and schm,
Drummers are more uniform now. Hop,
see more of you. Newly appointed [
Corps Commission chief is Jack Bradsy,,
Jack has had many years of corps .,
perience and should provide a good |
geant of Drums show next year, in Ab.
deen. Now is the time, Jack, to begin pla
ning for the show. With only one v,;
senfor corps in the state the concenr
tion should be on the juniors. There sho
be 6 or 7 units by next July. Invite the:
all. They could make the Individual and
corps contests real successful and you and
the V.F.W. would do the boys and
a world of good.

At this printing the state A,L. conven-
tion will be history by three weeks, Cos
gratulations to all of the winners, The com-
petition season will not be finished, how
ever, until the end of August. The Hurrl-
cane's contest at the C.Y.0, Stadium should
be the year's biggest. Fourteen corps have
been invited and 8 to 10 may appear. Flag:
will be presented to the senior and junior
corps which shall have amassed most points
during the season . . . Notes in passing
We all hope that Ron Stockton does not
keep his promise that the Blue Knights
will compete only at the State convention
in '62 . , . That the Thunderbirds, and
any other corps, will not be learning their
drill one week before State convention,
again . . . A thousand thanks to George
Upton of California for spending the hours
with the Hurricanes and Thunderbirds.
George is a grand drum corps man and
has offered many, many helpful suggestions:
Wish he lived here . . . I would like 0
continue to wring out my favorite phrasé
A contest is ONLY a contest |

It appears that a good number of Wash:
drum corps people will visit Denver [0
the Nationals. I am sure that this VISl
will cause many changes and improvements
to be made for 1962 and on, in Wash:
corps. I will make the A.L, convention this
year but not the V.F.W., and I hope {lr?
meet old friends and make new ones. !t
closing, the very best of luck to all corps
and members, everywhere,

PLEASE MENTION THE
DRUM CORPS WORLD
WHEN WRITING TO
ADVERTISERS

AUGUST g, =
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