NORTHWEST C/21

By JOHN J. BRODERICK :

Sad, is the only word T can think of to describe the
present condition of our Northwest seniors. A few
years ago there were 8 senior corpsactive in Wash-
ington, today there are 3 and these 3 corps are
currently fighting for their survival.

The HURRICANES, current state
VFW and Legion Champions, lost
half their horn line and their com-
plete snare line, They haven't had
enough horns this fall to have a

music practice and last Monday

only two horn players were at the
practice hall, The Everett BLUE
KNIGHTS lost some horn players,
which is tough when they only had
15 on the roster last year. They
haven't had a practice and won't
have until January.

Sedro Wooley competed for the
first time last season with about 10
horns and full drum line, They are
now boasting & (large - large)

.turnout of 6 horns and a fewdrums,

The Wenatchee APPLEKNOCKERS
turned in their equipment after the
State Lepgion show in August, The
Auburn BLACK HAWKS, the Bell-
ingham FALCONS, the Renton
EAGLES, and the Seattle VFW
are all senior corps that have
dropped out of existence in the
last few years,

* If the seniors can hold rogether

for two or three years more, there

is a“possibility that some of our
Juniors will become 21 years old
and transfer into Senior unirs, but
is doubtful that the old timers will
lust another two years. Whatever
the solution is, or was, many of us
feel that it is wo late w be of any
value,

Now for the brighter side ,...
The Washingron State Drum &
Bugle Corps Assoclation held its
first meeting of the new season,
November 3rd, at Everett, Wash-
ington and | must say it was a
lively one,

Some of the hi-lites are as fol-
lows;

Dues were decreased from $30.
to $15. All American Judges will
be hired for all competitions, Leg-
ion prize money of $1,000.00 will
be splic 50-50 between Seniors
and Juniorg. Last year it was $750,
Senjors, and $250. Juniors. At the
legion show the seniors will com-
prete first with the Juniors lollowing

immediately - (no interruptions).
All American Judges Association
to hold Judges Clinic, Dec, 8, Clinic
open to anyone and everyone in—
terested - management, playing
members, parents and especially
those  interested in becoming a
Judge. This will be the tirst tull-
scale clinie to be held in the State
ol Washington.

Two new Junior (lorps wers an-
nounced at the meeting. The City of
liphrata is the proud papa of anew
Junior Corps, and the SHAMROCKS
have their new 1" Corps active,

That's a lirst in this area.
‘big question in this arca is, Who

The new Ephrata Corps is from the
east side of the mounrains, where
Corps are few and far berween,
Maybe this will be the strr of
something big from the desert
country.

The Pasco Columbians have a new
Corps Director, Vie Mahon, 1:ldon
Sargeant has resigned as Corps
Director. Mr. Mahon has been their
drum major for many years and
held the championship many times,
The new drum major is Mike Mad-
ison from their Barirtone horn line,

The BLUE ANGELS are [lying
high - their new transplant (rom the
Corps of the north (Alaska) has
wiven them the lift that was needed.
The SHAMROCKS willdefinitely go
to Cleveland for the VEW Nationals
- current plans are to [ly,

The SHAMROCKS held their an-
nual corps bunquet, Oct. 20., and
many awards were given to the
corps members tor individual per-
formance, Two skils woere pre-
sented by some of the corps mem-
bers, amd believe me, they had the
sudience rolling in the aisles, A

‘funnjer show has never been wit-
‘nessed, Fach corps member was

presented  with the corps Year

Hook, (tme ol the best | have
seen),

The THUNDERBIRIXN will hald
their  Northwest  championship

competition April 18 ar the Searile
lce Arcna and they will pive away
an automobile for the door prize.
The

will be the first to start the Winter
Color Guard Clrcuit? How about
the all American Chapter ol Wash-
ington?

Congratulations to Juck Avery,
our newly elected Assn, President,
and 'laudits to 1id Adrian and Ron
Stockton, our outpoing President -
aml Seeretary. ols-

I just recelved some good news,
two new  Junior Corps will start
operating  this month, one from
Sunumer, Washingron amd one lrom
Hellevue, Washingron. "I'hat’s four
new Junior Clorps in the last two
months, This will bring our **B"
Corps total to 5 Corps. We should
amd must consider separating our
field shows inte A" and B
catepories and awned prizes to hoth
proups, “Ihis should pive the B
proups more incentive knowling that
they would be competing with corps
of the same culiber and also an
opportunity  to win trophies and
prize money,

John )| Broderick
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