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Pacific Progression

By Fred Lopez

A shor! respite, and i's back to bhe wars . . . both an
and off the felds of competition.

The Norihwest Association Championships were
held September 15l in Burign, Washington, hosted by
the BLACKE WATCH HIGHLANDERS and theolr
Washington Open Commisslon, The weather was
partect; tha stadium fine, althowgh a Bt limited in
santing, Fourteen of the NWDCA's 26 Members. &t
Tendad, and for "spica™ the ROYALAIRES fram San
Leandra, California, a Member of the Maorthern
Califarnia Cireuif, made the trip narth to |oin us. For
[pdges, the Corps, sponsor, and Jundor Asspclation
iy spdit the tee far a Tull siate of C5J4 members.

We bagan in the atternoon, with fhe ono C Corps
atheniding and the five B Corps doing thelr thing. The
ESCADRILLE, feeder corps for the FLAMINGOES
was crowned C Division Champion, of course, while In
fhe B Divislan, the SEATTLE CASCADES: un-
defeated since July T, salled through, taking fop
honors In MA, Brass GE, MEM GE and GE Overall fo
win ovar the SPARTANS of Vancouver, Washington
by nearly four points. The Sparians had Drum GE
and MEM  Execution, topping the EDMONTON
STRUTTERS by batter than two points. After the
Sfrutiers came the GOLDEN SKYLINERS of Great
Falls: Mordana (high Bugle Executlen), and the
EASTEEN DREGON RAMGERS {Drum Exposire)
closed out the tield. OF these five B Corps, my guess |s
that nome are veb ready Io mave info the & Divisian,
But with a hard winker's work and bwo or thrae “shake
dgown contasts™ next summer, 1's quite posaible: the
Cascades, at least, and possibly even the Spartans
.-u'itl-t Strutters could make the miove. . . only Hme will
lixll.

The & Division contest went onin the evening, and
o one’s réal surprise, the PERCUSSION—MNALIT
PATRIOTS of Spokane, Washington wan their second
consecutive Champlanship, fopping the flald By 11

&

points, and winning all caption awerds. 85 | sald,
fhere was no surprise the Patriats won, but there was
a heck of a lol of argument about that 11 paint
spraad! As for me, | was most impressed with the
periormance the corps gave — It may have even been
a fipertormance . . . but | must agree with the others
that, as good as [} was, | didn’t see it as being 11 points
battar than the runner-ups. Howaver, that's why we
imported the judges we did, sa, for the record. the
Patriots scoraed F3.45, and are the NWDCA's 1973 4
Division Champlons.

O the other seven A Corps In compebition, their
finishes carme A% real surprises. The TITAMNS, who've
had probiems all year and have even scored below B
Corps at times, did, infacl, come in last, but with a
fine performance — one we've been waiting for all
vear . SHAMROCKS, winner of the contest held
August 18th, for Someé reason or another slippad back
Inda their 'padr sxecution ways™, and came in Tth . ..
COLUMBIANS, odds on favorite to be the ene to stop
the Patriots this year, came in a dismal &h, af-
tributed, | understand, fo only twe practiees gince
returning from Whitewater . . SENTINELS had
recouped their honor ot West Allls after a miserable
appearance at Whitewater, couldn't keep It up and
fimished 5th . . , HIGHLANDERS, a corps thal has
steadily been climbing since réturning from thelr
four of the Rockles, had to settle for 4th in & slight
choke-up situation . ., FLAMINGOS, always a con-
tandar af the beglnning of the Season, bul noforiows
for fading in Acgust, put It all together te win the
August 4 contest in Oregon City, and then kept it
tagether to finish 3rd here in the Champlonships . |
and In Secand Place was the HAWEKS, making a fine
recavery Iram a poor "7 and an even worse Season's
opaner a8t January, Thelr win July 21 doasn't appear
as that much of a surprise row, and i could very well
be that, If the corps doesn’t lose too many members
and the hard work continues over the winter, fthe
Hawks may be very hard bo fop in 74,
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Black Watch Drum & Bugle Corps

NWDCA CHAMPIOMSHIPS

A Divislon
PATRIOTS 7345 1.1]
HAWES 4155 0.7)
FLAMIMGOES #1.204{2.1
HIGHLANDERS &0.05 (.8)
SENTINELS 5e90{1.2)
COLUSARIANS S.904{.1)
SHAMROCES £5.05(1.0]
TITANS 51.10¢.3]

B Division
CASCADES 42,80 [.3)
SPARTANS J8.05 [.3)
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Auburm, Washington

STRUTTERS 645 (2,70

SKYLINERS ALl (1.2)

RAMGERS 30,70 {.3)
C Division

ESCADRILLE 32750480

In closing on the Champlionships, i's only falr ta
mention that the ROYALAIRES, as & non-membar,
could not, of course, compete, Bui the COrFps was
|udged, and had it been In competition would have
finlshed sacond, and they, rather than tha Patriats
would have won the trophies awarded for top Druma
and Bugle Expcution . . . thalr score — 4845,




Four weeks later, the competition moved from the
tield to the meeting hall, and the confestant became
tha adylts rather than the voungslers as the Eighth
EWDC Aconventicnogneened. Althoughtherewasmuch
fo do, the crux of this convention boiled down fo two
proposed Resolutions. . . one fo permit straight In.
vitational confests, and the oiher & reaction to the
first that would hawve forbid any NWDCA Mermber
from joining another Associatisn, regardiess of its
marme ar aim, without prier approval by 2/3rds of Fthe
ather MWDCA Mermbers . . Sounds silly T Well, there's
moare o it than fthat which appears an the surface.

Follawing the Champlonships, six of the NWDTS &
Corps and two of those from MNorthern Callfarnia
fermed a Fedaratlon called “Drum Corps 'Wast™,
Their purpase is fo advance inter-State competitions,
and in eszemnce, form a “mini-DCIY, with a Cham
pionship cantest of their own to qualify membarship,
In California, the concept, although possibly nof
welcomed with open arms, was al |(east accepiad,
However, fhe Northern California Circuit has anty
ning Members. fwoof which now belang fa DCI, whila
here In the Marthwest, covoring about 15th of Nerth
America, thare are 26 Meambers, the most of which
are in the B and C Divisigns, Their feelings, promoted
by those of two of the present & Corps not included
thiz initial year of DCW, were that the B's and C's
would be laft out of things and would not get Into
compelitiens, Because of these  feelings, fhe
“reactionary Resalution' . Well, most of thedetraciors
weren't prepared fo turn the MWDCA inte a dic-
tatorship: so0 that Resalution lost handily. The other,
which would have changed fhe presend rule that
permite an Invitationsl only after 2 corps has first
sponsared an officially =sanctioned show [meaning
inviting all District corps, plus one each frem the
opposite Districty, spdil the wote right down the
miiddie, 12 for and 12 agalnst. Since this represented &
change in By-Laws, a 2/ 3rds aparoval was needad, s0
the Resoiutlom lost.

The ambiguily ol the entire sityafion then became
obvious as the elections were easducted. Jim Me-
Cormick was re-elected President; Howard Robbins
and Courtney Jones were both re-elected to the
Executive Board: alf three, managers o directors of
“rebel” DCW  Corps. 50, atthough the  other
managers donot agres with thelr philosophy * (except
those eight managers who quickly became known as
the “coalition” and led the swocesstul fight againsd
the tnvitational Contestsl, they respect them as men®
and have again enfrusfed the Association to their
hands [two of the other Board Members are alag
lepders of DCW Corps — seemingly a quixotic
alignment}. And the Junior Assoclation also is in the
hangds of the DCW Corps, with Jobhn Cosser of the
Shamrocks being re-elocted, and Brian Fox ol the
Sentingls put Inas Vice - Prasident. About the sole
real batfle in the elections was for the position of
MWLRCA Secretary/Treasurer, with anly two votes
separating the bwo candidates with luck, | was re.
efected to fill that pozition for a sixth year, One gain
for Hhe coalifion was the electlon of Harry Dedoyvard
ta the position of Vice-President, but Harry galned

“such a large wote number that that phrase {“gain for
the coalitlan’) really is improper — Marry attalned
that position an his own attributes. not those pushed
by wither of the “groups®.

Mow the “coollng off' period begins, The flrst
contest of fhe year will be held Janvary 26 in Salam,
Oregon — the Flamingses' "Ootirama®™, some theea

manths away, Hopelully, the agitation created at the
convention will sattbe, snd the Assoclation will again
bagin to function as a unit rather than “twe armed
camps™ {with barbed fongues and Innuendos as
waaponzl. The Assaciatien By-Laws are now being
prepared for the year, and readers of this Column are
walcome o abtain ane ol the becklets for & dollar.
Write: " NWDCA; P, O, Box 2002:  Lynnwood,
Washingten 98038, and make chocks payable to
THWDLAY

Next month-. - . more an the Convention. snd spots
ateut e appearances and programs the Morthwes)
Corps are aperating during the off season.
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